PANEGYRICS
This is not so bad and careful culling might pro-
duce passages which are not entirely absurd. Every-
one is grateful in society for a note of extravagance
and eccentricity.
But John Evelyn disagreed with his wife and with
Pepys, and we are not prepared to say that good-
natured and tolerant commendation would have
been entirely out of place in writing to a friend. But
what are we to say at phrases such as these in Evelyn's
letter: He declares he will not "write a panegyric
of your virtues which all the world admires, lest the
indignity of my style should profane a thing so
sacred.33 He then says that he never calls "her
person to mind but to rank it among the Heroines and
constellate with the graces/5 and he proceeds to
compare her with a long list of women, starting with
Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, including the mother of
the Gracchi, Isabella of Castile, Lucretia d3Este,
Vittoria Colonna, St. Bridget, St. Catharine of
Siena and St. Theresa, and ending up with Queen
Elizabeth and other queens. "But/3 he adds, "all
these, I say, seem'd together, possess but that divided
which your Grace retains in one." "What/5 he
exclaims, "of sublime and worthy in the nature of
things does not your Grace comprehend and
explain!33 and much more in the same strain.
We should like to think that Evelyn was a
humourist laying it on thick while he was laughing up
his sleeve. But Evelyn was not a humourist. Charles
Lamb was.
With the recollection of this letter in the back of
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